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Khuan Khreng Swamp Forest: 





เมื่อช่วงกลางเดือนสิงหาคม 2555 ที่ผ่านมา แต่สัญญาณอันตรายแห่งควันไฟที่ยังคง
คุกรุ่นก็เตือนใจให้ชาวบ้านในจังหวัดนครศรีธรรมราช สงขลา และพัทลุง ที่ป่าพรุควนเคร็ง
ครอบคลุมพื้นที่อยู่ได้ตระหนักว่า พวกเขาควรจักต้องช่วยกันเป็นหูเป็นตาผนึกกำาลัง 
กับภาครัฐเพื่อสกัดกั้นมิให้ไฟป่าได้ปะทุและลุกโชนขึ้นอีกครั้ง หากพวกเขาไม่ช่วยกันรักษา 










นราธิวาส เมื่อครั้งยังไม่มีถนนหนทางตัดผ่าน ชาวบ้านต้อง 
ล่องเรือเข้ามาเพื่อเก็บของป่าเป็นอาหาร และตัดไม้เพื่อสร้าง



































Despite the end of wildfire in Khuan Khreng 
Swamp Forest along with blazing fuel in 
mid August 2012, a dangerous sign of fire 
flame still does not fade away. It reminds 
villagers in Nakhon Si Thammarat, Songkhla 
and Phatthalung, a location of Khuan Khreng 
Swamp Forest to realize that they should  
act as eyes and ears for the government  
to prevent wildfire from occurring and 
spreading out again. If they do not lend  
a hand to protect the forest, this fertile 
“Khuan Khreng Swamp Forest”, now 
deteriorating by the hands of people would 






that	“In the past, Khuan Khreng Swamp Forest was rich of 
diverse wildlife and valuable plants as same as To Daeng 
Swamp Forest, Narathiwat Province. When there was no 
road, villagers had to row boats to the area to collect wild 
products as food and cut wood to build houses. In 1962, 
when Harriet Tropical storm hit Taloompuk Peninsula, 
lot of valuable big trees, which has many layers, were 
broken down. Swamp forest in the wetland area then 
was degraded. Everywhere turned dry and wildfire struck 
again and again. The area that used to keep water all year 
became flooded during the rainy season. The precious 
trees were replaced by Cajeput Trees that can grow well in 
the Swamp Forest after it is burned down and degraded. 
But Cajeput Forest is a single layer tree, the water-holding 
capacity is reduced. During dry season or rain break, 
people burned weed in farming plots and trees in forest 
area to catch fish because after the water in the swamp 
forest dried out, the fish gathered in the area where there 
was water. If weed or grass is abundant, the fish cannot 
be seen. The burning of forest wais for convenience in 
catching fish. But the fire spread to the forest and covered 
a large area. The problem was sometimes serious and 
sometimes not but it took place for many decades.”
Director of Royal	Initiative Project	Division	continued	
to	explain,	“The villagers’ means of living in the past which 
depended on wild products and selling fish all year round 
as well as collecting sedge to make basketry for sale in 
many provinces and nearby changed when the swamp 
forest was degraded. The forest area became a rice field, 
farming areas were raised for rubber tree and oil palm 
plantation. Some villagers who earned less money moved 
out and did some other jobs. Some sold their land to 
investors who came to the area to run oil palm plantation 
which required water drainage for this purpose. In addition, 
forged document problems occurred and some illegally 



























การบริหารจัดการน�้าในป่าพรุ เมื่อวันที่ 16 พฤศจิกายน 2545 
ความสรุปว่า ‘ให้พิจารณาก่อสร้างอาคารบังคับน�้าใน 
พรุควนเคร็งให้อยู่ในระดับที่เหมาะสม เพื่อไม่ให้เกิดไฟไหม้พร’ุ 
โดยจะต้องมีระดับน�้าเหนือป่าพรุอย่างน้อย 10 เซนติเมตร 















































“His Majesty the King graciously granted his royal 
initiatives on the area of water management in the swamp 
forest on 16 November 2002 which can be summarized  
as follows: take into consideration the construction of  
a Water Level Regulator in Khuan Khreng Swamp Forest 
to control water at an appropriate level so as to prevent 
wildfire in the Swamp Forest. The water level must be at 
least 10 cms above the whole forest. Therefore, when 
draining out the water or pump the water out of Swamp 
Forest to use for agricultural purpose, we must consider 
the level of the forest area. Because whenever the water 
dwindles to the level when fire can take place, the forest 
revival activities will just be a waste. We have to start 
counting 1 again.”,	said Director of Royal	Initiative Project	
Division.
If	we	do	not	want	to	see	the	depletion	of	swamp	forest	
in	Thailand,	every	party	needs	to	join	hand	in	seriously	
taking	care	of	the	forest.	The	government	has	to	rigorously	
enforce	the	law	while	business	and	people	have	to	look	
after	the	forest	and	discourage	illegal	activities.	They	must	
have	awareness	that	the	forest	does	not	belong	to	any	
particular	individual	or	group	but	“the	forest	is	a	national	
asset	and	future	of	children	of	Thailand.”
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